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CECC NEWS 

February 2019 

We are still needing 

extra pants and 

underwear for both 

boys and girls—all 

sizes. Donations can 

be brought to the 

CECC office.  

Thanks! 

Central Early Childhood Center Newsletter 

 

Enrollment for the 2019-

2020 school year & Summer 

2019 begins March 1st for 

our currently enrolled 

families and Central church 

members.  

On April 1, enrollment is opened 

to the public. We are happy to 

answer any questions you might 

have about any of our classes. 

You might want to visit some of 

the rooms or meet some of the 

other teachers.  

Brochures and enrollment forms 

will be distributed at Parent 

Teacher Conferences in 

February. Classes are filled on a 

first come, first served basis, so 

enroll early! We will begin 

accepting completed forms on 

March 1 from current families! 

Directors make the final decision 

for room assignments. Input from 

teachers, age, required ratios/

group size, developmental 

abilities, and total enrollment are 

all considered. 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 2/5/19 

CECC will be closed on Monday, 

February 18th in observance of  

President’s Day. 

Sign up TODAY!! 

Parent Teacher Conferences are 

an important time to discuss your 

child’s developmental progress; 

any questions or concerns you 

may have; and to receive enroll-

ment info for the 2019 Summer 

and 2019-2020 school year.  

Conference sign up sheets are 

available NOW in your 

child’s classroom. 

There will be NO SCHOOL on 

this day.  However, we will have 

childcare available for you during 

your conference time only, if your 

conference is scheduled between 

9:00 am—2:30 pm.   
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A reflection of 30 years at CECC 

February 2019 

On a cold January day in 1989, I agreed to cover an infant/toddler 
teaching position at Central Methodist Church, replacing a departing 
staff member. I did not anticipate a long-term commitment. But 
working with children in the field of Early Childhood Education 
proved to be a good fit for me. After 30 years, it still is. I appreciate 
my coworkers and the quality of the program, and I enjoy getting to 
know the children and their parents. My son and daughter 
developed close friendships at Central, sharing birthday celebrations, 
Halloween parties, and summer fun.  
To say that significant changes have taken place since 1989 within 
our program, and in the field of Early Childhood Education, would be 
a huge understatement. The most profound and lasting change being 
our program's successful effort towards accreditation under the 
standards of NAEYC, the National Association for the Education of 
Young Children. This process required staff to evaluate ourselves and 
our program from top to bottom. Health and safety guidelines were 
strengthened and equipment updated, continuing education classes 
were encouraged, and classroom interactions were evaluated to 
draw out the best in teacher, child relationships. A professional tone 
was set under the standards of NAEYC, and early childhood programs 
improved nationwide.  
This January, I was surprised and honored to be on the receiving end 
of a 30th Anniversary celebration here at Central ECC, complete with 
balloons, burgers, cheesecake and cards. I was deeply touched and 
thrilled. I sincerely thank each and every staff member and CECC 
parents who made the celebration extra special by offering their 
good wishes. I feel truly blessed to be part of a quality program 
which encourages the best in children and teachers alike, and I hope 
to continue here for a few more years. If I bring smiles to the 
children who come my way, I will consider the time well spent. 
Thank you, Central, for a lifetime of fond memories, and thank you 
Central parents for the many ways you contribute to the success of 
our program.   

Sincerely, Sally Dux  
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NEWS OF THE CLASSES 

February 2019 

Room 102 (Young Infants) -Ms. Sally 

"Frosty weather, snowy weather, when the wind blows 
we'll all go together." So begins a children's rhyme from 
a collection of Irish folk music sung and chanted by the 
Clancy Children. This song is often played in our 
classroom along with other favorites by Tom Hunter, 
Pete Seeger, and John Langstaff. Music and rhymes 
promote language development and social interaction, and the infants of 102 pay 
close attention when words and patterns of songs are emphasized. The children are 
exploring the sounds of their own voices; music validates their self expression and 
sets the tone, with soothing lullabies for rest and upbeat songs bringing forth 
language awareness. Ella Jenkins uses drums, hand clapping, small instruments, 
and her voice to explore rhythm and "call and response" interactions. This type of 
exchange leaves an impression on even the youngest participant. Infants often 
respond with smiles, an occasional squeal, kicking of arms and legs in excitement, 
and vocalization of their own sounds. Years ahead, they'll be able to sing along with 
such favorites as "Here comes Sally down the alley, Sing-Song-Ditty-Ditty-Hi-Dee-
Ho!" The seeds for such silliness have been planted in room 102. 

Room 104 (Young Infants)  —Ms. Michelle  
Children are on the move and doing lots of ex-
ploring, I will rearrange the room by adding small 
tunnels for them to crawl through, as well as 
equipment for them to try and pull up on. We 
will also focus on music and movement. I will 
bring in different objects for them to bang on or 
pat; using their Fine and Gross motor skills to 
pound, tap or beat with their fingers and hands. I 
will also introduce a new song called "Jump Up 
and Down"  In this song, I insert each child's 
name, “Baby, baby jump up and down, jump up 
and down, baby, baby, jump up and down and sit 

right back down". Repeat if necessary.  I will hold each baby and mimic the actions 
in the song. As well as providing a movement activity, this will promote social inter-
action 
 We will also have some fun with Sensory bags. I will make a few bags, filled with 
hair gel, shaving cream with a few drops of paint also I will add a few textured items 
in there for them to feel as well, using their sense of touch to explore the bags. Bags 
will be well sealed! I will introduce new vocabulary as the children explore cause 
and effect as the materials move and mix together in the bags. 

Room 101 (Older Infants)         - Ms. Larri & Ms. Destiny  

In Room 101 we are building our sensory skills by begin-

ning to learn through exploring with various sensory mate-

rials. We will use our hands and a variety of classroom ob-

jects like toy cars, and sponge brushes to experience what 

shaving cream, 

paint, and water 

feels like when we 

add other objects to 

them.  We will con-

tinue to build on our 

sensory skills 

throughout the 

month of February. 
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NEWS OF THE CLASSES 

February 2019 
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Room 107 (Toddlers) - Ms. Erin & Ms. Joyce 

In 107, one of our yearlong goals has been to help our children with 
the transition from “baby” to “big kid”. Many of the children were 
new to being at a center, and many came from the baby rooms. We 
have been working on learning our daily schedule and school routine, 
adding and refining as the class gets older and more confident. 
Our newest addition to our classroom routine has been Circle Time, 
and it has been very popular! We set out carpet squares, and 
everyone gets an instrument (bells or drums). We sing “We Wish You 
Well” and play our instruments 
to start, read a book together, 
and end with a fun movement 
song like “Jump Up And Down” 
or “Head Shoulders Knees and 
Toes”. After we are done, the 
kids enjoy helping stack carpets 
and pick up instruments.  
We keep Circle Time brief, 
because our friends are still little 
and we want it to be fun and engaging, but even our short Circle Time 
is beneficial. Classroom routines are established, which helps them 
feel more comfortable and confident with “what comes next”. Circle 
Time encourages socialization, listening skills, and an interest in 
literacy. We’re so excited for this fun new addition to our day! 

Room 105 (Older Toddlers)  – Ms. Rebecca,  Ms. Sarah C. & 
Ms. Andrea 
The weather outside may be cold and 
gray, but Room 105 has been full of color 
this month! After several books about 
shapes and colors emerged as classroom 
favorites, we have been exploring shapes 
and colors as a group. We created several 
large collages, first with shapes and then 
with colors. In addition to exploring the 
items they chose for the collages, the chil-
dren loved to brush and squeeze on the glue, many of them delighting in 
the feel of the glue on their hands as well! 
After the blizzard, we incorporated snow 
into our color theme as well as we painted 
on the snow and then made prints. Recent-
ly a small light table has added a whole 
new dimension to color as we experiment-
ed with how the light shines through differ-
ent colors and how we can layer clear col-
ored blocks to make new colors. 
As we move into February, we will contin-
ue to explore color with paint and the light table. We have also recently 
added a new storefront to our classroom after noticing the children serving 
“ice cream” around the room! We suspect that the storefront will lead to 
even more pretend play with food and restaurants in the coming weeks.  
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NEWS OF THE CLASSES 

February 2019 
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Room 203 (2’s & 3’s) –Ms. Carla & Ms. Jerri 
The children in 203 know that Valentine’s 
Day is coming up in February, and they have 
already started making plans. They know 
they want to have a party. Cupcakes, 
decorations, juice, hearts-lots of hearts, 
music, fruit, candy, friends, popcorn, cards, 
and family all came up in their 
brainstorming. They also know they want to 
hand out cards to their peers. 
The children have also become interested in 
medical care. We have supplied them with 
toy medical supplies, doctor/lab coats, baby dolls, and various 
animals for them to treat and make better. The children in 
extended day with Ms. Pam have been excavating dinosaurs from 

plaster of Paris in their very own 
miniature dinosaur digs. Bristle 
blocks have been added to our class 
also. All in one day the children used 
them for everything from cars, hair 
brushes, and sensory to pretend 
candy and creating letters.  

Room 206 (3’s, 4’s & 5’s) - Ms. Adriane & Ms. Angela 
The month of Love is upon us!  In preschool we focus a lot on friendships 
and relationships.  This month we will focus specifically on love and how we 
show love to others.  We will make cards, write the words “I Love You”, and 
make collaborative artwork.  We will also have a small party to celebrate 
our friendships here at school.  Room 206 has continued to participate in 
regular cooking days to help the children develop skills used to prepare 
food, such as spreading, mixing, and cutting.  They also learn about cooking 
safety and hygiene in the process.  Our art concept this month is 
“color”.  The students are very interested in color mixing and the “recipes” 
for which colors make other colors.  Watch for our class-made color wheel 
and other art experiences in the coming weeks!  Another interest that we 
are developing is the retelling of classic fairy tales. The Three Pigs and The 
Three Bears are favorites right now!  
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Room 207 (3’s, 4’s, & 5’s)  - Ms. Katie & Ms. Jevette 
January turned out to be a bitterly cold 
month.  Since we could not spend much 
time outside we brought the frozen tundra 
inside.  The children in 207 enjoyed 
exploring snow and ice in the comfort of 
the classroom.  One day we filled up our 
sensory table with fresh snow from 
outside, added shovels and containers for 
the kids to scoop, pack, and mold into mini 
snowmen and igloos.  When fingers got 

too cold they could warm them over the heater.  Another day the teachers 
froze treasures from around the room into big blocks of colored ice.  We 
provided the children with bowls of warm water and pipettes to figure out 
how to free the toys.  With a little verbal instruction on how to use the 
pipettes, the children were busy melting ice.  Every time something was 
defrosted there were big celebrations. This activity kept the children's 
interest until all the ice was melted.  During the month of February we will 
continue with the frozen theme (as we are sure mother nature will mimic) 
and learn about Arctic Animals.  Where do they live? How do they keep 
warm? What do they eat?  We will make bird feeders for our cold feathered 
friends around our school and homes and watch as they gather around the 
feeders.  During February we will also be 
celebrating Valentines Day with a 2nd 
floor party!  The children in 207 have 
been really into writing "mail" so we 
thought we would expand that and mail 
real valentines.  This will strengthen their 
vocabulary and writing skills as well as 
showing love to others and always trying 
to "fill buckets" whenever we can.    

 

    

   5144 Oak Street 

   Kansas City, MO 64112 

   Phone: 816-753-1844 

   Fax: 816-756-1553 

Larri Mitchell*     2/4   Room 101   

Sean O’Bryan     2/6   Room 105 

Ashaya Goodwin  2/13  Room 101 

Birdie Rae Staley  2/20  Room 203 

*staff 

 

Check us out on our website! 

www.centralearlychildhood.com 

February Birthdays! 


